(The fact that this is one of the editor’s
rockets is surely just a coincidence!)
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T Minus One

Launch Windows

NIRA

Oct 21 Theme: Fast Food; Bring & fly rockets made from any find
of food or drink containers.

Nov 18 Theme: Sci-Fi spacecraft; Any rockets which look like
futuristic transportation. Resceduled from the rained o
August launch.

Fox Valley Rocketeers

Oct 14 $ephens Farm

Nov 11 Sephens Farm

WOOSH

Nov 3 Model & Mid Sport Launch at Certified Peat & Sod

Dec1 Model & Mid Sport Launch at Certified Peat & Sod

Tripoli

Oct 26-28 Midwest Power hosted by The Quad Cities club in Pringetor
lllinois

Nov 17-18 The Quad Cities club launch in Princeton Illinois

Meeting Calendar
NIRA
Oct 26 Monthly meeting Helen Plum Library
Nov 18  Monthly meeting Helen Plum Library
Fox Valley Rocketeers
Nov 5 McHenry Public Library

GURT DANHALSER.
1886

Ensign Johnson suddenly comes to the alarming
realization that he is the only red-shirt in the landing party.
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The President’s Corner
Dear Fellow NIRA Members:

family members) that belong to NIRA. Again | hope to double our membership. To achieve this goal NIRA
implementing the following programs:

contests, as well as window displays.

. Active recruitment of new members from the engineering colleges and universities in the Chicagoland grea
also envision extending this program to the junior colleges that offer pre-engineering programs as wdll as
smaller 4 year colleges in the area that offer degrees in the math, science, and education fields.

Collaboration with model rocket clubs in the area in hosting contests. We envision this collaboration to ekten
other clubs that may have charters that would enhance or complement the model rocket area of interdst.

To implement these programs will take active participation by the membership. This can be an exciting and rg
time to be a member of NIRA. Keep in mind NASA has committed itself to return to the moon within the next tey ye:
We can expect a possible resurgence in youth interest in rockets and space that we as a Club must capitalizg on

I look forward to meeting and working with all of you. To the Planets and beyond!
Sincerely,

Jim Basile
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The Editor’s Corner

future issues.

The one thing which will not change is the editor’s reliance on material from YOU, the club members. We
to send in your reviews and photographs of club activities such as launches. Write a review of the latest new Jit yc
just built. Share plans for the newest scratch built home design you just finished. And definitely pass on any fock
space related news you may have heard.

Some of the new features which you will be seeing in upcoming issues include “My Favorite Rocket’ where gyery
is encouraged to write in and tell us about that one kit in your fleet that you love to fly more than any other. Thie V.4
is a column where you can show off the kits you currently have under construction.

Starting this issue look for the first installment of ‘Member Spotlight’. This is a chance to tell everyone aboft yc
self, and your involvement in our hobby. Write a short biography, and if you need help coming up with thingsfo w
about, try answering some of the following questions;

How and when did you get into model rocketry? Did you get into rocketry as a child, teen, or an aqult?

How did you find out about NIRA? Do you have a favorite kind of rocket?

What's the most powerful rocket you have flown? How many rockets do you currently have?

Have you ever flown in an NAR competition event? What's your most memorable rocket moment?

What do you do for a living? Do you have any favorite Sci-Fi TV shows or movie§?
And of course, be sure to send in some photos of some of your rockets!

Tony Lentini

Tie DOWNSIDE of SPACE EXPLORATION
A 50 YeAR REVIEW,,

..LEADING TO 24 HOUR
CABLE NEWS,

1957: SOVIETS 1960s: NUMEROUS
LAUNCH FIRST SATELLITE, COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITES
"SPUTNIK" LAUNCHED, ENABLING LIVE

TELEVISION COVERAGE,,,

NIRA commemorates the 50th Anniversary of Sputnik
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Model Of The Month

We've got a little catching up to do with this issue, so here are the last four monthly winners!

June winnergyiarc Mitchell won Adult with his July winners;John Hojek won Adult with higviagnum.
scratch builNIRA Loft 1.

Angel Cooperwon Junior with heEchostar.
DaughteiKatie Mitchell won Youth with heKatie

Kopter. Jimmy Basilewon Youth with hiBig Daddy.

August winnersTony Lentini won Adult with his September winneAdam Elliot won Adult with his
Ring Hawk Spindrift.

April Cooper won Junior with heBaby Bertha
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Member Profile:

Anthony Lentini

As a kid in the mid ‘70’s | was en-
thralled with all kinds of Sci-Fi from
Star Trek & Star Wars, to Space 19994
In fact, after watching Salvage-1 on
an old grade school friend of mine an
| first thought of building our own

rocket. | thought it would be pretty

simple if we used parts from my Dad’s

oxy-acetylene cutting torch. It's per : B

haps for the best that we couldn’tpur® "+ & = unfinished rockets went into big carjl-
sue that beyond the planning stages. Mt %4 , board boxes along with my flyable rock-
dad just wouldn't let me disassembl¢ SSRGS e ets for years of storage.

the torch for the parts | needed. P T | Once in a while | would trek out t§

In junior high, one of our sciencels & b Glen Ellyn to visit the Labor Day laund
teachers set up a display in one of th ; ' and say Hi to everybody, but it wasig't
hall cabinets including model rockets S until | saw the three part documentg
and pages from an Estes catalog. We never did have a ragiéiripoli's LDRS launch on cable TV that | really felt tje
club that year, but | got a copy of the catalog and would @d rocket bug biting again.
through it over and over, confident that someday | would | took the old rockets out of storage, and began to njake
own each one of those kits. some needed repairs to my older kits. | also began to fhake
I got my first actual rockets from my mother later thaxew rockets out of some old parts is still had, and new garts
summer. She had spent the afternoon garage sale shopplhgn | bought an Estes parts bundle kit. Things had to o or
and bought me a box filled with model rockets. These ield again as | spent a lot of that summer selling my housg an
cluded an X-Ray, Drifter, Ranger, Wac Corporal, Honest JohtQving to my new place in Hanover Park. But | did a lof of
Apogee Il, and a plastic Alpha-1 baking soda rocket, mostesearch, and learned more about how much the hobbf ha
which | still own today. changed since the mid-eighties. | also found out that th tac

| didn't actually get a chance to fly those rockets righ3.A.R.” had been hung on me when | wasn’t looking.
away, but soon afterwards | found out about NIRA and the | finally reconnected with NIRA last fall, but | didn’t hae
annual Labor Day launch. 1 think they were either on taBy rockets, new or old in flying condition. | spent mosj of

in Wisconsin and Indiana, learning about flying different kinégs made from paper shrouds.
of rockets, and attended NARAM 24 in Orlando. But|soon This of course brings up my most memorable rocket fno-

sport flying. ing when | pushed the button. The answer? Where thire’s
| actually met my best friend in high school because $/hoke, there’s fire. I'd never heard of a ‘Bernoulli Lo

lot of similar interests, and stayed best of friends ever singgkets which got damaged in storage over the years. falsc
(Even if he did drop out of rockets soon after.) have a list of rockets from different sci-fi media I'd like to gy
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and scratch-build. On some of these | plan to make the begme of my Rockets

ies out of printed paper shrouds and cardboard, so watch out

next spring! Right; Some of myoriginal
These days | am a computer graphic artist, animatorydekets bought from a 1979

lustrator, and former desktop publishing artist. (Which sigarage sale: L to Rorifter,

comes in handy sometimes!) | still enjoy good Sci-fi like tigpogee I, Ranger, WAC

new Battlestar Galactica, Farscape, and Babylon 5, as Ww@liporal (rebuilt), and X-Ray.

as ‘Trek and Star Wars. | still also enjoy Anime. I've aldft; My reproduction rockets

begun to collect more classic American Scientific baking scg&liders: F to R:Mach (MIG)

rockets and Parks water rockets toys. 10, Nighthawk, Delta Katt,
Yup, judging by these and my fleet of older & reproducVer Hawk, Flying Jenny,

tion kits, | guess you can say I'm really into Retro-Rocket§P9!€, Zoomie, X-21, Falcon,

Raven, Invader, Spaceplane,

Spaceman, and Red Eye.

Middle Left; My paper shroud

rockets: L to R:X-24 Bug,

M2Q2, Vulcan, X-30, Point,

(half re-built) Space Clipper,

and HL-20.

Bottom Left; Spacecraft rockets: F to Rolonial Viper,

Shuttle, Nova Scout, Nova Starship, Intruder, Orbital Tra

ellite Interceptor, & X-20 Starblazer.
Bottom Center; Some of ‘80’s rockets: L to RRolaris, Mini-
WAC Corporal, Avenger, R2D2, Phoenix, Tasmanian Dg
Omega, Super Flea, Mosquito, & Javelin.
Bottom Right; My custom design rockets (mostly made frg
leftover parts): F to RCorona, Pug, Bullnose, Flare, T-Bong
T-Bird, Hornet, and Mercury.

™
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September Launch Pic’s

A pair of flying TARDIS’s (or is that TARDI?) One TARDIS is not tardy off the pad.

Bob counts down... ... and rockets soar up. Jon showing off his rockets

Great shots of one of Ken’s crowd pleasing rockets.
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Mark keeps the scouts in line on the field What do you do when the wirieep on flying of course!
knocks the pad over?

Rick demonstrates some pyramid power. Adam’s Titan Il lifts off.

Rick comtemplates the wisdom  Rick’s demonstratlon clearly shows why you shouldn’t use motors which
of static testing another motor. have had their certifications withdrawn.
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All The News That Fits To Print
NASA, NASCAR to Merge!

Reprinted from ‘The Onion’

CAPE CANAVERAL, FL—In an effort to generate excitement
and public support for America’s struggling space program,
NASA announced Monday that it will join the wildly popular

Ernie Irvan (center) and the crew of the Endeavor are in high
its as they barrel down the straightaway during Sunday'’s Slick

_ body type with a 350-inch engine in her, puttin’ out aro
The Space Shuttle Endeavor (#17) prepares to make its movegmo horse. Now, that Space Shuttle, she’s American all
Dale Jarrett (#88) during its qualifying run for the Purolator 500 iyt | seen under her hood, and them Cape Canaveral boy

Murfreesboro, TN. cluster ‘a seven solid fuel rocket boosters in that thing

_ ) _ _ generate 750,000 pounds of boost. That's ‘bout sixty ‘I
“Despite all our efforts to stir up enthusiasm, Americans siilion horse, that is. That ain't fair.”

view the space program as boring and a waste of money,” said

NASA Director of Public Relations Boyd Connington, explairfit's a big ‘un too, that Endeavor,” said 30-year NASCAR

ing the merger with NASCAR. “We’ve tried everything—eran Dick Trickle. “She’s sure’'n hell hard to pass in the t
record-setting manned space orbits; discovery of lunar ice 18ood thing her pit stop tire changin’ takes three hours, or §
mations; photographic evidence of life on Mars. But nothingn the whole damn dance.”

we've done has captured the public’s imagination quite like

the thrill of seeing Ricky Rudd fly around a track at upwards BASA hopes to cash in on fan interest with a line of sou
170 mph.” merchandise. A series of NASACAR racing T-shirts, hats,

lector plates, buck knives, lighters and other paraphernali
The NASACAR Space Shuttle, which boasts such sponsor®asold at the races and on the Home Shopping Network. ¢
Sunoco and Gold Bond Medicated Powder and is piloted thy music superstars Brooks and Dunn have recorded “F4
veteran driver Ernie Irvan, made its debut Sunday at the SRibcket In A One-Horse Town,” a song inspired by the NA
50 300 at the Talladega Speedway in Talladega, FL. Despitam’s exploits, for the next NASCAR music collectibint-
averaging 2,300 mph, the shuttle finished dead last in its infas-Than Exhaust Plasma llI

gural race, largely due to a mid-race pit stop that took nearly _ 1
two days. As an added promotion, before each race, Ernie Irvan will ¢

ing the shuttle delay. “That kind of problem normally takésd Rather Push a Shuttle Than Drive a Chevy”

several weeks to repair, but in the world of auto racing, you just _ _ _ _
don’t have that kind of time.” “We're very excited about our future in racing,” said NAS

Connington. “And with our per-race budget of $8.1 billion,
Despite its unimpressive debut, the shuttle has met with a stweuld hopefully place in the top five pretty soon.”
prising amount of resentment from veteran NASCAR drivers.




